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many years the principal post held by Protestant Europeans to the 
north and east of the Piscataqua. Mr. Thornton, in his new book, has 
brought together such documents, historical notices, and traditions as 
throw light on the rise, vicissitudes, and decline of this settlement. We 
have no space to follow him ; nor is it possible to make an abstract of 
what is itself but a series of fragmentary details. Suffice it to say, that 
Mr. Thornton has shown all his wonted acuteness and industry in this 
work, and that it contains materials that must but for him have soon 
been irrecoverably lost, which will be of indispensable value and utility 
to any future historian of Maine. 



29. — The Life and Times of Aaron Burr, Lieutenant- Colonel in the 
Army of the Revolution, United States Senator, Vice-President of 
the United States, etc. By J. Parton. New York : Mason 
Brothers. 1858. 12mo. pp. 696. 

We have received this book too late to read it ; yet we have 
turned over its pages sufficiently to ascertain that it ought to be read 
by every American who would know the history of his own country. 
" The other side of the story " has prevailed in the case of the Gracchi, 
and has been told even in behalf of Clodius and Catiline ; and now, 
for the first time, appears a biographer who is bold enough to perform 
the same office for Aaron Burr. His memory should certainly have 
the benefit of this ingenious, ably argued, and manifestly sincere coun- 
ter-plea. Mr. Parton has studied his subject in the literature of the 
period of Burr's active life, in the newspapers of his times, and in the 
reminiscences of those who knew him. He has weighed the evidence, 
and found it deficient, for some of the gravest charges which have thus 
far passed unquestioned. He has brought to light unexpected tokens 
and instances of honorable sentiment, kindness, and generosity. He 
has not indeed attempted to prove that Burr was a conscientious or a 
good man ; but he has, we think, disproved the theory which would 
make him the negation of every virtue, and a very fiend incarnate, and, 
if he cannot win for him our respect, he certainly has elicited for him 
our sympathy. His readers will be slow to believe with Mr. Parton 
that Burr was "a better man than Hamilton "; but they may see cause 
to admit that, had one less the idol of a powerful and late dominant 
party been the victim in that most memorable of American duels, the 
circumstances of the transaction might have been unchanged without 
consigning the survivor's name to so intense a shadow of obloquy and 
infamy. There can be no doubt that Burr very early rid himself of all 
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religious faith and moral principle. On the other hand, there is equally 
little doubt that in the trusts which he actually sustained he acquitted 
himself with assiduity and faithfulness. His infidelity and immorality 
had only too many parallels among his contemporaries both in military 
and in political life ; for the worst leaven of French Jacobinism had 
infused itself to a most alarming extent into American republicanism. 
Others, no better than he, were more fortunate, and their errors sleep 
with them, or, if not wholly lost from sight, are carefully extenuated 
by partial biographers. The failure of his Southwestern expedition 
put the black seal upon his history, and whatever good there was in 
him seemed destined to eternal oblivion. It was hardly possible that 
myths should not have clustered about the heroic age of our indepen- 
dence and our early career as a nation. Mr. Parton contends that 
Burr's character had become to a certain extent mythical, and he has 
sought to rend away the veil that had been suffered to conceal some of 
its features from sight. "We are not prepared, certainly not till we have 
read the work, to acquiesce in its conclusions ; but we do say that it 
deserves candid and impartial perusal. 



Note to Abticle VII. 

Since this article was printed, we have received the Report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in which he gives as the aggregate indebt- 
edness of the railroad companies in the United States $ 417,243,664, 
and as their aggregate capital, $ 491,435,661, thus making what is at 
this moment chargeable to their " construction account" $ 908,679,325. 
These figures present a stronger case than the approximate estimates 
we gave. 



ERRATA. 

Page 182, line 22, for circulation, read capital. 
" 186, " 13, " 1793, read 1797. 



